A knowledge of interspecific associations is basic to the appreciation of organization or pattern within plant communities. Ecological surveys have furnished a wealth of descriptive and quantitative data on plant communities and their response to grazing pressures. However, the processes which control the horizontal distributions of component plant species remain largely undescribed.
ming Interspecific associations within plant communities are a result of aggregated populations. Aggregation may be a result of reproduction, symbiosis, or habitat heterogeneity.
Cole (1946) pointed out that "When plants reproduce either vegetatively or by means of seeds there is a tendency for the offspring to be concentrated in the neighborhood of the parent plant." The tendency toward aggregation is more pronounced in rhizomatous species (Arrhenius, 1923 related to the length of time during which the species has been present in the succession.
As -stands approach the climax type, the habitat is more uniform, and aggregation is less pronounced (Whitford, 1949) . Curtis and McIntosh (1940) , working in woodland areas similar to those were grouped into units of positively associated species following the procedure outlined by Hopkins (1957 were tested for independent ocspecies of 10 percent frequency or higher.
currence, using a chi-square test. Hoods phlox are predominant on sites other than the southern exposure. These three species form the nucleus of an interrelated complex with which other locally abundant species are more or less associated.
Goldball eriogonum (Eriogonum chrysocephalum), thickspike wheatgrass, Indian ricegrass (Oryxopsis hymenoides), and comandra (Comandra paZZida) form a group which is but loosely associated with the main body of the unit. Members of this group are limited to or predominate on the southern exposure.
Under the existing grazing pressures the most significant developments are the new associations formed by Sandberg bluegrass and pussytoes (Antennaria arida), bluebunch wheatgrass and needle-and-thread.
T h e se new associations are a result of a very large increase in Sandberg bluegrass on sites other than the southern exposure.
A dependency such as that developing between bluebunch wheatgrass and Indian ricegrass may well develop between two species, which decrease rapidly under grazing pressures and leave individuals of each species only in overlapping habitats.
The Camp Creek Exclosure
Herbaceous species within the Camp Creek Exclosure form a number of small basic units (Table 2) . Grazing pressures result in the fusion of basic units as illustrated in Figure 3 . Among the species involved there has been no significant increase in abundance or frequency.
Thus, However, a number of species decrease in frequency and abundance under grazing pressures. It may be that the development of new associations is due to an over-all decrease in abundance, leaving individuals in marginal or overlapping habitats. One may also hypothesize that grazing pressures have eliminated some of the more favorable microclimates and have resulted in a more uniform habitat with a consequent breakdown of interspecific associations.
Summary and Conclusions

